Anthony Hazard



Lesson 1

Bloom: 1,2,4,6

I. 8th Grade 

United States and New York State History
McCarthy and his war on free speech
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II. NYS Learning Standards:

Social Studies:


Standard 1: History of the United States and New York

Standard 4: Economics
Standard 3: Geography

ELA Standards:

Standard 3: Language for critical analysis and evaluation
III. Objectives:

· Through the use of packets dealing with McCarthyism and the Red Scare, students will gain an understanding of what the Red Scare was like during this time period and why McCarthy was able to manipulate and intimidate so many people during the 1950s. 

· Using a video clip from the movie Good Night and Good Luck, students will gain an understanding of how hard it was on people to stand up to McCarthy, and why it was so important to stand up for their rights and freedoms that were being threatened. 
IV. Essential Questions:

1. How do you think you would react if your government tried to control what you believe is right and wrong in terms of forms of government and tried to take away your freedoms guaranteed you in the constitution?
2. Why did McCarthy use the methods that he did, and why were they so effective during this time period?
3. How do you feel about the actions taken by Edward Murrow and his news team during this time period?
V. Materials:

Islam Contracts
McCarthy packets
Good Night and Good Luck video
The American Nation Textbook
VI. Procedure:

Day One:

1. (7 mins.) The teacher will start the class by handing out contracts similar to those that employees (especially union members), were forced to sign during the Cold War that started during the Red Scare and McCarthyism. The difference in these contracts though is that students will have to sign the document stating that they have never had any tie to Al-Qaeda or any terrorist group. They have never looked up a terrorist group or person, even if it was on google or yahoo for a school project. If they have a relative or friend that practices Islam, they will not be able sign this contract. 
2. (15 mins.) The teacher will then pass out a packet on Joseph McCarthy and McCarthyism. The teacher will read along with the class and explain key concepts, terms, and ideas within the text. 
3. (8 mins.) Students will complete three questions that the teacher will pass out that the class will think about as a group and work off of each others ideas to answer effectively.
4. (7 mins.) The teacher will then show a short clip to the class from the movie Good Night, and Good Luck. This clip shows actual footage of McCarthy, and shows how a brave news team became one of the first organizations to challenge McCarthy despite their fear of the repercussions for their actions.
VII. Closure

Day One:

(3 mins.) As a class the teacher will ask students individually how they would have felt if they had to live during this time period and how they think they would have reacted to McCarthy and his accusations and behavior. The teacher will also ask students if they feel it is important that Edward Murrow and his news team stepped forward and fought for their constitutional rights, and why or why not?

For more information and resources, visit this website:

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net/000001/000000/000023/images/mccarthy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net/000001/000000/000023/html/t23.html&h=233&w=300&sz=18&hl=en&start=15&um=1&tbnid=5I2-vXp3eR9YWM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3DMcCarthyism%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN 

Name______________________





Date________

Period:____________

McCarthyism Reaction Assignment

Directions: After watching the short clip from Good Night and Good Luck, answer the following questions using complete sentences. 
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1. How do you think you would react if your government tried to control what you believe is right and wrong in terms of forms of government and tried to take away your freedoms guaranteed you in the constitution?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Why did McCarthy use the methods that he did, and why were they so effective during this time period?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. How do you feel about the actions taken by Edward Murrow and his news team during this time period?
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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